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MEETINGS OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1882-3. 

A stated meeting was held on the evening of March 13, 1882, the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Wallace, in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes on motion was dispensed with. 

The President introduced Mr. Charles G. Leland, who read "A Memoir 
of the late Colonel Chapman Biddle." 

Upon the conclusion of the reading, upon motion of Horatio Gates Jones, 
Esq., the thanks of the Society were presented to Mr. Leland for his able and 
interesting eulogium, and a copy was requested for the use of the Society. 

The President announced that nominations of officers to be voted for at 
the next meeting was now in order. 

Henry Flanders, Esq., renominated the following : — 

President. 
John William Wallace. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Craig Biddle, Aubrey H. Smith. 

Recording Secretary. 
William Brooke Kawle. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
Gregory B. Keen. 

Treasurer. 
J. Edward Carpenter. 

Members of Council to serve for four years. 

Kichard L. Nicholson, Edward T. Eisenbrey, 

Thomas H. Montgomery. 

Trustee of the Publication, Binding, and First Building Funds, 

to serve for six years. 

Aubrey H. Smith. 

These nominations were seconded, and there being no others, the nomi- 
nations were closed. 

The President appointed the following Tellers to conduct the Annual 
Election on May 1st : John P. Nicholson, Charles Eoberts, F; D. Stone, B. 
Patterson Robins, and Spencer Bonsall, or any two of them. 

A stated meeting was held on May 1, 1882, the President, Mr. Wallace, 
in the chair. 
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Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Secretary of the Council read the Report of that body for the year 
1881. 

In the absence, on account of sickness, of Mr. E. R. L. Gould, of Johns 
Hopkins University, his paper on " Local Self-Government ia Pennsylvania" 
was read by the Secretary. 

Dr. James J. Levick read an interesting sketch of " George Smith, M.D., 
the Historian of Delaware County." 

Mr. F. D. Stone then read some " Extracts from a Paper lately found in 
the British Museum, giving Abstracts from Penn's First Letters from Penn- 
sylvania, together with other interesting notes regarding the settlement 
of the province." 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the several gentlemen named for 
preparing and reading the above papers. 

The Tellers reported that the officers nominated at the last meeting had 
been unanimously elected. 

A special meeting was held October 23, 1882, the President, Mr. Wallace, 
in the chair. 

The President, after referring to the appropriateness of the subject of the 
evening's discourse in connection with the forthcoming celebration of the 
Bi-Centennary of the Landing of William Penn, introduced Ex-Senator 
William A. Wallace, of Clearfield Co., who read an address upon "The 
Formative Influence of Pennsylvania on Federal Institutions." 

Upon the conclusion of the reading, Mr. G. DeB. Keim moved that the 
thanks of the Society be extended to Mr. Wallace for his able and interest- 
ing address, and that he be requested to furnish a copy of it to the Society. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. J. R. Sypher with some very appropriate 
remarks, and was adopted. 

A stated meeting was held on January 8, 1883, Vice-President Craig 
Biddle, in the chair. The reading of the minutes was, on motion, dispensed 
with. 

The Chairman then introduced Mr. Lloyd P. Smith, who read a paper on 
the "History of the Library Company of Philadelphia." After expressing 
his satisfaction on the friendly relations existing between the Society and 
the Library Company, Mr. Smith sketched the history of the Library Com- 
pany from the time it was founded by Dr. Franklin in 1731. He compared 
its wise liberality with the extremely exclusive policy pursued by the libraries 
in Europe. He spoke of the magnificent bequest of Dr. James Rush to the 
Library Company, eulogizing his character, and concluded with an appeal 
for funds to enable the Historical Society to purchase the Patterson Mansion 
at Thirteenth and Locust Streets. 

On motion of Charles M. Morris, the thanks of the Society were tendered 
to Mr. Smith for his valuable paper. 
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The Hon. Robert E. Pattison, Governor-elect of Pennsylvania, was then 
introduced to the members by Judge Biddle. Mr. Pattison said that be 
' felt a sense of condemnation when he remembered that he had been a member 
of the Society for several years, and yet had not given it the attention it 
deserved. There could be no question as to its benefits. In early times 
more attention was given to the accumulation of knowledge than to the 
distribution of it. Now both the accumulation and distribution of it are 
the aims of libraries, and while the records of the present were necessary to 
education, the benefits and pleasures to be derived from the histories of the 
past were inestimable. He spoke of the work which the Society was accom- 
plishing through its Publication Fund and Magazine, and congratulated the 
members on the encouraging outlook before the institution. 

On the conclusion of his remarks, an informal reception took place, the 
members present being personally introduced to the Governor-elect. 



